The Forsyth-Warren Tavern & Farm is a project that was started in 2017. Initially it launched as a
fundraising and community outreach campaign to restore the historic site known as the
Forsyth-Warren Tavern and to open the site as the Forsyth-Warren Living History Farm and Museum.
The museum was officially founded in 2020 but was never able to launch. First the COVID-19 Pandemic
delayed the museum’s grand opening and then in 2021, the Town of Cambria in which the historic site
resides unlawfully revoked all of the permits for the site and for the site’s restoration without cause or
due process.
Before this project, the historic site was abandoned for at least a decade, and very close to being lost
forever. Those of us who embarked in this mission to restore the site never anticipated the fight that
was instore for us.
Since 2021, it has been a struggle to maintain the property while maintaining a legal battle to reopen
the site to the public. With no income coming in, our team has been forced to face the possibility that
this project may not be feasible any longer.
We are

not giving up yet though.

It is our hope by sharing this updated plan for the Forsyth-Warren Tavern & Farm, our community;
both local and far reaching, will help us by expressing their desire to see this historic site restored and
returned to the public.
Please join your voice to ours in telling the Town of Cambria that this historic site deserves to be
reopened to the public by restoration of its zoning permits. Find out how at www.forsythtavern.com

This historic site would not exist without the hard work of our dedicated team:
Dr. Lizbeth Booth
Jay Booth
Tyler Booth
Johnathan Newman
Charlotte Patterson
Eric Patterson
Virginia Ferchen
Ronald Ferchen
Jeremy Skellen
Kala Skellen
Kurt Riegel
and you

Background
The Forsyth-Warren Tavern is a historic turn of the 19th century tavern contracted by the Holland Land Company
circa 1801 and constructed circa 1805 as part of the plan for western civilized settlement of the Niagara Frontier.

What is a Tavern?
The word tavern originates from the Latin word taberna which
meant a wooden shed. The word very quickly became
synonymous with wine shops and inns and eventually came to
the Americas where taverns were a staple of budding
European-American civilizations.
In early settlements, pilgrims required a public place. For some
it was an early place to stay and find food while they gathered
materials and constructed their first dwellings. Business was
conducted between farmers, artisans, and town merchants in
taverns. They served as centers for people to receive their mail,
catch up on news, and debate politics. Preachers often toured
from tavern to tavern giving their sermons in exchange for a
bed and a meal. Taverns were also fundamental venues in
government operations; seeing superior and lower court
sessions as well as public meetings.
The earliest taverns were simply designed with the largest
rooms being considered the taproom with furnishings such as
chairs, desks, the bar, and a fireplace. Some upper-class taverns
had parlors that were attached to the taprooms and taverns
located in towns usually had special rooms designed for
meetings of groups and court proceedings.
Early Americans were encouraged to keep taverns for the
benefit of the community. Inducements were often offered
such as land grants or tax exemptions. Taverns were also one of
the only businesses that could be run by woman; though often
only widows.

The Forsyth Tavern is listed on the National Register for its role
in the development of Niagara County and its bearing on
notable early pioneers as well as historical events during the
War of 1812. The original Tavern house and barns were built by
John Forsyth of the prominent Niagara Falls Forsyth Family and
Marry Forsyth of the prominent LeRoy, NY Ganson Family. The
Forsyth family is believed to be the second family to settle in
the area that would later become known as Cambria and then
Niagara County. They operated a Tavern on the Ridge Road,
also known as the Million Dollar Highway, which was the only
route to this part of New York State, created to traverse
between Batavia and Fort Niagara.
The Forsyth Tavern is listed on the National Register also for
being architecturally important as a pioneer-built box frame
colonial house with a banked English barn. The house is a
combination of hand hewn and raw timber framing with
wooden pegging and hand forged nails for non-structural
elements. The house also has brick noggin behind lime plaster
reinforced with horse hair.
John Forsyth was born to Irish parents in New Jersey in 1781.
His parents were loyalists and fled towards Canada. They were
captured near present day Rochester by Native Americans and
held prisoner for some time until released by a British Raid.
John’s father opened and operated a tavern on the Portage
Road in present day Niagara Falls, Ontario.1 John engaged in a
smuggling business and after spending some time in jail, he
removed himself to the American village of Black Rock.
Mary Ganson was born in 1782 to Captain John Ganson of the
Sullivan Campaign of the Revolutionary War who was wounded
in the battle of Bunker Hill. Her father moved to LeRoy, New
York after the death of his wife and opened a tavern there. He
was a known patron of local Native Americans and friend of Red
Jacket. The place where they settled became known as the
Ganson Settlement.
John Forsyth showed up there in 1801 according to census
records and married Mary Ganson around that time as well. It is
notable that he came from a family of loyalists and she from a
family that gained high honor fighting for George Washington in
the American Revolution. In 1802 they gave birth to their first
child who unfortunately did not survive long past its first year.
The Holland Land Company, a group of wealthy businessmen in
Amsterdam purchased 3.3 million acres west of the Genesee
River from the successful land developer Robert Morris. Morris
had purchased 1.5 million acres from Massachusetts for 1.5
shillings per acre and quickly sold the vast land holdings in the
then Western Frontier only after buying out the various native
nations that inhabited it.
In 1798 Surveying of the land began under the direction of a
series of land agents. In Batavia Joseph Ellicott was appointed
by general agent Paul Busti. Surveying was done by the transit

method which required line-of-sight measurements and used
150 men to clear and gage the vast frontier lands between
March 1798 and October of 1800. They divided the tract into 6
mile square townships, those divided into 320 acre lots and the
lots into 120 acre tracts measured in metes and bounds that
were marked by inscribed stones or natural features of the
landscape.
In 1801 the first parcels were offered up for sale. The survey
teams had cut some paths through forests and established
camps along the way however most the roads then were Indian
trails and where no Indian trails were found, pioneers had to
make their own paths. In 1801 land was selling for $2.75 an
acre and purchasers were required to place at least ten percent
down to their local land office. Often incentives were given to
those first purchasers. These varied from being allowed to put
less down to perhaps working off their debt by building a road
or opening a sawmill to aid in further development.1
John Forsyth purchased lots 23 and 24 on November 28th 1804
along the East and West Indian Trail. This trail was originally
formed from a leftover line of gravel and sand trail deposited by
the recession of Lake Ontario to the North. It was used by the
Algonquian and Iroquois nations and at the time of John and
Mary’s travels along it, was only fifteen inches wide. This trail
was later widened and would become known as Ridge Road
and later Route 104.
Mary was pregnant when she and John left for their new land.
She drove a covered wagon pulled by oxen. Tied to one side
was a plow and on the other a coop with six chickens. The
family cow was tied to the back of the cart. Following them was
John on horseback leading three or four sheep and the same
number of hogs. The trip took them five or six days.1
Upon arriving at their lots John and Mary constructed a
temporary structure to call home which was followed by a log
cabin come fall. For the first few years John sustained a small
farm by cutting swail grass from the marshland that surrounded
his lands. The Niagara-Batavia trail soon became the primary
cross through the territory. It led a fairly straight path from the
land office in Batavia to the American Fort Niagara. As settlers
progressed inward the path was cleared and widened into what
would become Ridge Road.
In the spring of 1806 John and Mary opened their log home as a
Tavern.
John and Mary soon after constructed a larger frame home.
Mary dated this “move” as being in 1807 in her published
recollections. In 1808 a large addition was completed abutting
this frame home which would contain John and Mary’s new
Tavern. In this same year the town of Cambria was established.
At that time Cambria was all of the land between Tonawanda
Creek and Lake Ontario.

Originally the nearest neighbor to the Forsyth Tavern was
Samuel Moorhouse who kept a tavern where the town of
Heartland is presently. The space between them later became
known as the Eleven Mile Woods. The area north of the Forsyth
land was primarily marshland from which they drew swail grass
for their farm stock. The area was rich with rattlesnakes, wolves
and bear that posed a constant threat to John, his family and
their livestock.

preceded no farther than Howell’s Tavern where they were
turned back by Tuscarora Indians. The remainder of Niagara
County was abandoned and many of its residents would never
again return.

The current center barn was presumably erected prior to its
1808 build date however in 1808 an enclosed lean-to was
added to its south side over a primitive and early ventilation
window cut from the barn siding and held in place with a rope
and pulley.

Captain Ezra Warren of Vermont came to the Forsyth Tavern
with the Vermont Cavalry. He came from a prominent Vermont
family who descended from Richard Warren of the Mayflower.
He and two other soldiers were stationed at the Forsyth Tavern
as messengers as well as to intercept stragglers and deserters
from the main army stationed closer to Fort Niagara. Mary and
the Forsyth Tavern where also used for a time to supply meals
to the barracks at Hardscrapple. The barracks were burned by
the British July 5, 1813. That same month Ezra and Mary were
married.

The same year marked the first burial on the knoll a few rods
south and west of the Tavern when a woman came to the
Tavern door and promptly dropped dead at Mary Forsyth’s feet.
The Town of Cambria Historical Society records that this woman
was heading to Fort Niagara where she was due to be wed.
In 1809 a log cabin made of hewed oak logs, two stories high
24x30 feet and covered with oak tile was added to the property
for and by John Haner. It was turned into a horse barn in 1853
and demolished in 1893 with its oak logs reused to construct a
fence on the property. Some of these logs remain part of the
current fence.
In 1812 John died, reportedly of paralysis; which at that time
likely could have been from a rattlesnake bite or some other
form of swamp born illness. He became the second person to
be burred in the Tavern’s cemetery. At the time their family had
grown by two more children. At his death the farm was 190
acres less 4 acres that were not paid for at the time of his
death.
June 19th of 1812 which is believed to have been only a few
days after John Forsyth’s death, the United States declared war
with England.
October 13th of the same year American troops crossed the
Niagara River from Fort Niagara which was at the terminus of
the road on which the Tavern stood and began what would
become known as the Battle of Queenston Heights.
December 19th 1813, the British retaliated for the burning of
York and Newark by invading Niagara County. British and Native
troops attacked Fort Niagara and burned the villages of
Youngstown and then Lewiston. The village inhabitants fled the
oncoming invasion and those left behind were killed and
burned in their homes and businesses. Those that fled were
chased along the Ridge Road towards the Forsyth Tavern. They
pleaded Mary Forsyth to join them
with her children as they fled East.1 Mary sent her two oldest
boys to her family in LeRoy and with her two youngest children,
remained at the Tavern. Luckily for her the advancing army

Captain John Ganson, father of Mary, left his tavern and Mary’s
former home in LeRoy, to fight in the war. He died in 1814 and
was buried initially in Albany, New York before later being
exhumed and reburied closer to Rochester.

After the war General Dearborn was granted funds to construct
a log, dirt and brush causeway from Wright’s Corners to Forsyth
Corners to transport artillery and other military supplies. This
made the path in front of the Forsyth Tavern the best road for
stages and wagons in the Niagara Frontier.
In 1816 a school was built a few hundred feet east of the
Tavern along the ridge road. It was built by subscription on land
donated by Ezra Warren. It is believed by the town to be one of
the first with writing desks arranged around the sides with
benches made of slabs with wooden pegs for legs that made
them moveable. The front of the building had a bell tower and
the rear had a small fireplace. In all, the building was eighteen
feet wide by twenty-four feet long. In 1836 it was
decommissioned and removed from the property to be used as
a dwelling further east.
After this, Forsyth’s Corners began to go by a new name:
Warren’s Corners.
Also in 1816, twelve regular stagecoach schedules were
established and the post office at the Forsyth Tavern became
increasingly prominent. Sarah Forsyth even married a young
stagecoach driver in 1827 after years of being courted by him
during his brief passes through the tavern.
In 1819 Isaac Warren, cousin to Ezra Warren, purchased
land a mile east of Forsyth Corners and opened an Inn and
Tailor Shop.
At some point a grocery store was constructed across the
road from the schoolhouse. The date of this in unknown but in
1914 the store became Warren’s Grange Lodge which boasted a
300 member population before it was closed and torn down in
the 1950s.

In addition to staffing the Tavern, Post Office and Stores, Ezra
also employed a number of hired hands to aid him in running
the farm. The farm during Ezra’s time consisted primarily of
wheat. He had at any time twenty to thirty acres of wheat. This
would be cut by sickle until bringing a grain cradle to the
property in 1820. In 1830, the area’s first portable thrashing
machine was brought to the farm, using four horses and four
sweeps to thrash one hundred and fifty bushels of wheat in a
single day. This was improved over the years until ten horses
were thrashing five hundred bushels per day.
One of Ezra’s most infamous employees was Eli Bruce who
worked for Ezra for room and board after arriving at Warren’s
Corners without a place to stay. Eli Bruce would later become
the town’s first sheriff and was later arrested and charged in
the disappearance of Freemason turncoat William Morgan.
In 1823 Company “A” of the Niagara County military regiment
was established with Captain Edmund Forsyth as its lead and
with nearly 100 men, company drills were staged in the Warren
Farm the first of every September until 1849.
In 1825 a circuit preacher gave a sermon from atop a tree
stump in Warren’s Corners. Ezra was so moved by what he had
hear that he donated land and one hundred dollars just east of
the schoolhouse to the Methodist Society and on it was
constructed a small wooden church. This church was moved
across the road and a brick replacement was constructed in
1860. The stained glass in the new church was provided in
memory of the Warren family and the arched glass above the
door is inscribed with Ezra’s name.
The day after Ezra had heard the preacher, he said that a dream
in the night had told him to change his ways. He promptly the
next morning rolled the tavern’s whiskey cordial kegs out the
basement rear door and broke them on the hillside. The
neighborhood pigs then came and drank from the spills, ate the
cherries and passed out drunk. Ezra went around and notified
all of his neighbors to come and pick up their pigs and was so
disgusted at the situation that he closed the Forsyth Tavern
forever. Soon after he modified the tavern into a home,
reportedly “rounding off” the building to appear more homely.
He then moved on to become a layman, traveling to perform
baptisms, marriages and memorial services in churches, homes
and fields around the county.
Following this change, several things rapidly altered the
landscape at Warren’s Corners. A new post office was
constructed beside the Warren Grocery store. John Forsyth’s
two sons filled for rights to part of the land and were
given large parcels to the east. Ezra’s son Asa later became
quite successful in the barrel making business and operated just
west of the old Forsyth Tavern while another son, Henry took
over operation of Ezra’s farm.

In 1832 the brother of the late John Forsyth built a house in
Fort Erie, Canada that promptly became a major safehouse for
the Underground Railroad. Both John and his brother William
were known smugglers in Canada. Mary and her then
Methodist Preacher husband Ezra are said to also have
cooperated on the Underground Railroad using a hidden room
inside of their home. This is presumably the room located
directly above the former post office room and otherwise not
connected to the remainder of the building. To add further
precedence for this, Charles and Martha Brown, known
fugitives who traveled on and aided in the Underground
Railroad resided in Warren’s Corners in 1854.
Mary and Ezra had eight children. Mary had twelve children
between John and Ezra, ten of whom survived until adulthood.
Mary died in 1857 at seventy-five and Ezra in 1879 at eightynine.
After Ezra Warren’s death the old Forsyth Tavern remained in
operation as a farm by his son, Henry Warren. Following the
death of Henry in 1890, Henry’s son Charles inherited the farm.
Charles’ ink crate stamp is proudly imprinted on the inside wall
of the family barn.

2015

2017

➢ In 2017, the Forsyth-Warren Tavern was purchased by the Booth family.
It had sat abandoned, aside from squatters and looters, for a decade.

➢ Dr. Lizbeth and Jay Booth opened Jay Bird Antiques as a
once per year fundraiser to save the property. They sold
antiques under a tent in front of the Tavern during the
Great Cambrian Yard Sale.

➢ In 2018, our team approached the Town of Cambria
and requested two Special Permits.
1. To move Jay Bird Antiques inside the property’s
1896 barn and open as a year-round country
Antique store.
2. To open a pilot museum where the historic Forsyth-Warren Farm would be
open to the public for tours and other small public and private events so
that we could engage in the community and hear what the community
wanted to see done with this historic landmark.
Both of these permits were granted and the Tavern came back to life!

History exhibit staged in the circa 1808 barn.

Inside Jay Bird Antiques
Forsyth-Warren Farm’s Sheep

Archeological dig site

2019
In New York State, in order to use the term

Museum,

you must obtain a Charter from the New York State Board of Regents.

➢ We applied for and received our 3rd and final permit:
Permission to open the Forsyth-Warren

Tavern Living History Farm and Museum

Our museum motto is that of the Forsyth Clan:

Instaurator Ruinae
a repairer of ruin

The
Restoration
After receiving the proper permits, our team invested themselves in restoring the historic Forsyth-Warren
Tavern and preparing it to open as the Forsyth-Warren Tavern Living History Farm and Museum. We made
great strides towards our overall restoration goals, but there is still a very long way to go.

The

Vision
The idea of the Forsyth-Warren Tavern Museum was not the
idea of a static, stoic, museum; but one of a living, breathing
one.

Here you could learn about plants from the past that you may
never have seen before, and you could cook a meal over an
open fire with an expert nineteenth century chef.

We wanted the space to feel the same as it did in the year
1808: as a bustling hub of the community, where people can
enjoy a drink, mingle with their neighbors, and get a hearty
meal enriched with forgotten tastes of history; but, also where
they came to shop: with a classic country store full of unique
oddities and treasures, on a country farm where chickens sit on
the counters and children pick apples for the sheep outside.

You might also enjoy visiting our pioneer cemetery. The first
woman buried there is rumored to have been eloping to her
fiancé stationed in the Old Fort Niagara when she fell down
dead at the tavern’s front door. If you’d like to have a spirit with
the spirits, please take some flowers from the cemetery’s
garden to pay your respects to our matron Mary GansonForsyth-Warren.

People would be able to stay the night as an immersive
experience. After and evening of enjoying and exploring the
farm and after enjoying a warm drink by our hearth beside a
musician or a storyteller, you could go upstairs and rest in your
bed just like travelers did more than two-hundred years ago.
Sleep tight though, because you will be sleeping in real rope
beds with mattresses of straw and cotton in a space once called
“a good house” by New York Governor Clinton DeWitt.

Mary is the star of the tavern’s story. She was brought west by
her father, a Captain with the United Colonies in the American
Revolution who fought at Bunker Hill, and after the tragic death
of her mother, she was raised in a tavern where Sagoyewatha
(Red Jacket), Seneca orator and Chief of the Wolf Clan, drank
and swore with Mary’s father.

Or you could stay in a replica frontier cabin like the one our
founders built in the first days of 1805, before the tavern that
we see today.
If even that proves too comfortable and too modern for you,
you could also stay in a replica canvas tent like Cambria’s very
first settlers did in 1801.

Mary came to this place to build a community in the harsh
wilderness of the Niagara Frontier; and at some point, that
community grew so large that it outgrew the space; and that
space was forgotten.
This space could become the cultural heart of the community
again; where time slows, neighbors spent time together, and
everything you need to survive is right around you.
It could teach examples of our culture’s past, so that we can
learn and be better educated in our futures.

The Forsyth-Warren Tavern as it appears in 2022

The Forsyth-Warren Tavern

Vision

The Vision for the Forsyth-Warren Tavern is the accumulation of all of the restoration goals for the historic site.
This includes the complete restoration of the historic tavern, the reconstruction of the lost kitchen wing,
continued restoration of the tavern’s barns for use by Jay Bird Antiques, the Forsyth-Warren Tavern Museum,
and the tavern’s farm animals and farm activities, the reconstruction of several former outbuildings to support
the farm’s regrowth, including an educational greenhouse, and the reconstruction of a log cabin to replicate the
original appearance of the Forsyth Tavern as well as the homes of many of the area’s earlies settlers. The
majority of the site would continue to be used as pasture for our flock of sheep. This plan would expand the
pasture and make it more accessible for the public. The current gardens behind the historic tavern and atop the
property’s knoll would be expanded and improved. Parking would be increased with an additional parking area
behind the site’s wagon shed. The original site of the historic native American road on which the tavern was
constructed would be uncovered and restored. The egress and ingress to the site would be moved farther away
from the Warren’s Corners intersection which will soon be reconfigured and improved by the State of New York.

● The following sections will outline these visions for the site in detail. ●

Tavern Restoration
This window was removed or
covered up for unknown reasons.
The framing can be clearly seen
as an outline in the plaster

This room was originally part of the
tavern’s front porch which was enclosed
after the War of 1812 and used as a
postal office for the community.

The original hemlock floors show where
the fireplace hearth belongs.

The tavern is intended to be restored to two separate periods: 1805, when it
first opened, and 1814, when the Widow Forsyth met her second husband,
Sgt. Ezra Warren and the Vermont Calvary. Guests would be able to visit
the tavern for a meal and a drink. The second floor would also be
restored to how it appeared for early 19th century guests.
Restoration is a never-ending task for the stewards of old buildings,
and this work would continue for the lifetime of the historic tavern.
The most complicated section of this restoration would be the
reconstruction of the kitchen wing; however, that addition would
also benefit the site greatly by increasing the capacity and functional
space for cooking and also create a wheelchair accessible entrance and
bathroom for guests. This kitchen would also be usable for cooking lessons.

This section of the tavern was removed
sometime during or after the Great
Depression. The back of this wing
connected to the outhouse at the edge of
the site’s gully. Reconstructed, this could
become a usable kitchen again.

Inside the tavern, the original bar would be reconstructed based
based off of its outline and imprint in the floor, ceiling and walls.
Similarly, two of the three former staircases would be
reconstructed. The site’s three chimneys would be reconstructed
and fireplaces rebuilt on the main and second floor. All of the
tavern’s windows would be restored and replaced where they
are missing.

Jay Bird Antiques
Jay Bird Antiques was formerly housed in the c.1896 barn at the historic
Forsyth-Warren Tavern. This barn was constructed by the son of Ezra
Warren and Mary Ganson-Forsyth-Warren, Henry Warren. It’s lowest
level was most recently used for dairy farm operations. The building
caught fire in 1971 and over the next several decades suffered
further from a poor roof. Dominic Daughters Barn Restorers
excavated the foundation, restacked, and repointed the stone
walls. They also replaced rotten timbers and secured the structural
ellements of the building for generations to come. This barn also
revieved a new Amish milled floor and Amish metal roof.

1808 Barn
The tavern’s original barn can be restored back to its original appearance
with many years of work and much investment. It would make a great
display space for the site’s many historic treasures.
It would also be the perfect setting for heritage skill workshops.
From woodworking to pottery, many nearly forgotten skills can be retaught here.
The back of the original barn was added on to and later enclosed. The space is currently the winter home of
our sheep, but was once also the winter home of the farm’s other animals. We hope to someday remove the
enclosed portion along the parking lot and open up the space for air circulation and to allow the public to
engage with the farm more. From here people could gather to watch how sheep are sheered, or milked, or
watch our farmers as they feed and care for the farm animals throughout the day.

Current

Imagined

Farm Reconstruction

Left: Reconstructed c. 1805 Forsyth Tavern
Center: Reconstructed livestock barn
Right: Reconstructed blacksmith shop
Back: Educational Greenhouse

The first settlers of the Niagara Frontier often times had only
two choices for accommodation when they arrived: either to
sleep in a tavern, or to sleep outside in a canvas tent. We
would like to reconstruct a frontier homestead on the property
and demonstrate the earliest stages of settlement. This would
include a true reproduction early 19th century campsite, a
reproduction log cabin, and an early frontier garden.

The farm has successfully grown heritage crops for
several years now and could successfully teach others
to grow crops and cultivate kitchen gardens as part of a
self-sustaining farmstead.

The Dr. Lizbeth Booth Seed Share is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Lizbeth Booth,
who lost her battle with cancer in 2021.
Dr. Booth could often be found reading a book by the pasture when she wasn’t working in Jay Bird Antiques.
Before she passed, she wanted to open a sharing library at the historic site. In this library there is not just
books, but also seeds from our heritage crops and garden plants.
The Seed Share is also intended to host classes, and offer other educational programing to people of all ages
and capabilites that would like to learn more about herbology and the plants that our ansestors grew and used
regularly.

Dr. Lizbeth Booth Sharing Library
in a poppy garden, 2022

Kitchen Garden
Located in the gully behind the tavern, the kitchen garden would provide all of the
herbs and specialty plants needed in the kitchen, as well as a variety of medicinal herbs
that were once commonplace in every frontier household. Guests will be able to explore this
space and possibly even gather supplies to cook their own frontier and fireside meal. The gully is also atop
an ancient underground spring. This was the reason that settlers have chosen this place to make camp for
hundreds of years. It also made the site perfect for the tavern’s brewing and distilling processes.

● Horehound ● Angelica ● Winter Savory ● Lady’s Mantle ● Sage ● Hyssop ● Calendula ●
● Wild Marjoram ● Nasturtium ● Borage ● Tansy ● Spearmint ● Sweet Violet ● Gilly flower ●

Our vision calls for the entire property to be fenced in as it was in the 19th century. There will be gates at both
ends of the walking path for people to enter and exit without letting the sheep and other livestock out. Where
else can you hand feed and pet a flock of sheep and read a book beside a friendly hen? At the Forsyth-Warren
Tavern we do both of those things; and so can everybody else. So far, we have spent years ridding this historic
pasture of invasive species and continue to do so. Once remediated, the site will be repopulated with plants
designed to make the environment something memorable and special.
We also hope to inspire others by showing them
what they can build, grow, and raise to make their
world and lives better. We hope to inspire a next
generation of homestead and micro farmers in
a world where the biggest deterrent for young
farmers is the inability to purchase land. We can
show how pioneers fed their families and their
communities through smart agricultural
practices that used to be passed down through
the generations.
The Forsyth-Warren Farm has the distinct benefit
of sitting on top of a natural underground stream.
This was one of the many reasons that this site has
been a popular settlement for as long as humans
have existed in the Niagara Frontier.
In addition, the sheep pasture is a ripe archeological
site that has already provided prehistoric lithic
scatter, munitions from the War of 1812, and
remnants from every day life from 1805 to the
mid 20th century.

For more information,
Visit https://www.forsythtavern.com
For a fuller history of the Forsyth-Warren Tavern,
See Forsyth-Warren Tavern History at forsythtavern.com/self-guided-tour

